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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
             OF ALL SAINTS 

        May 2025 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of All Saints is part of the               
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We have been serving the 
Chain of Lakes communities since 1961. Through the years, we have 
been known in the community as “The Little Church on The Hill.”  

     Our congregation is made up of warm, friendly people of all ages.  

BELIEFS 

· We confess the triune God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

· We confess Jesus Christ as the risen Lord and Savior. 

· We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

· The Bible is the Holy word of God. 

VALUES 

Our behaviors define our witness: 

· We demonstrate integrity. 

· We tell the truth. 

· We respect the individual. 

· We promote teamwork. 

· We Listen. 

VISION 

· We are Bible based. 

· We educate and are examples in the Christian faith. 

· We are welcoming and inviting to others. 

· We consistently reach out and communicate. 

· We continue to grow. 

   ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

   Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of All Saints 

5800 State Park Road  

Fox Lake, Il.60020  

847-587-7727  

www.allsaintsfoxlake.org  

email: lcasfl@att.net  

WE ARE OPEN FOR 
IN-CHURCH WORSHIP  

 

WORSHIP HOURS:  

SUNDAY:  9:00 A.M.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:00A.M. 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Tuesday 9a-3p 

Wednesday 9a-3p 

Thursday 9a-3p 

 

        “The Little Church on The Hill"       

MISSION  “To share the good news of God’s love in Christ with all persons.” 
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  Pastor’s Message 
 

Happy Easter! 
 

“Jesus said to [Thomas], “Have you believed because you have seen me?  
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe (John 20: 29).” 

 
 In the church liturgical calendar, which we follow, we are still in the Easter Season.  A very 
fair question to ask is: How do I know that Jesus has been raised from the gruesome death on the 
cross? How do I believe without “seeing” Jesus’ resurrected self? 
 

This is an important and difficult question. But the story of Jesus’ appearance to Thomas in 
John 20 might be helpful. In this story, the disciples and Thomas received the God-given grace of 
seeing Jesus in supernatural and dramatic manners (John 20:19-31). After seeing Jesus on the night 
of Easter, the 11 disciples told Thomas, who was not there on that night, “We have SEEN the Lord 
(John 20:25)!” And after Thomas had seen Jesus seven days later, he said, “My Lord and my God 
(John 20:28)!” And then Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have not SEEN and yet have come to  

believe (John 20: 29).” 
 
 The Greek word for “see” is horaó, which can mean both seeing physically and literally, as 
well as perceiving and experiencing in ways that are profound and often hard to explain. Thomas 
and other disciples saw Jesus physically, according to the Scripture. But that is not true for the vast 
majority of Christ followers, both ancient and present. Throughout the Old and New Testaments, 
there are stories of individuals encountering the Divine in physical, and dramatic ways, such as  
Moses’ meeting with God, but these encounters are extremely rare. Some might have out-of-the-
world visions that are mystical and dramatic, but these are moments initiated by God. Regardless, 
having mystical experience is not the prerequisite for faith. 
 
 In my experiences working among people of faith, I have come to appreciate the fact that 
people’s faith in Jesus Christ does not usually come from any physical visions of the Living Lord.  
Instead, it is inspired by countless special encounters – some very mundane, and some more  
dramatic – through which Christ’s presence can be experienced, or perceived. The examples include 
being moved by a hymn at the worship service, being touched a special Biblical verse, being  
comforted by a friend who come to help when we are in crisis…. The list goes on. In these moments, 
we probably do not SEE Jesus in any physical sense, but we SEE the Living Christ through people, 
events…etc. In this way, SEEING is perceiving and sensing in ways that we may not be able to fully 
explain. 
 
 Regardless, not being able to see the Living Lord physically is a not a deficit. Instead, being 
able to come to faith without this kind of seeing is a blessing!  

 
 
Peace, 
Pr. Joe 
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Our Church Leadership 

Rev. Joseph Chu  

Interim Minister 

Rev. Sue Ellen Gram Grudt  

Minister of Worship & Music 

Nancy Romej - President,  

Becky Dubovik-Vice President,  

Karen Wilberg-Treasurer, CinDee Schoeps-Secretary, 
 

 Carol Meyer, Ken Grzeskowiak, Lill Boutin, Gwen Pearson,  

Your 2025/2026 Church Council! 

Welcome new member;  

Dianne Olson 
2025 /2026 Church Council  
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A Message from our Council President 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT REPORT  

ANNUAL MEETING APRIL 27, 2025 

OUR VISION STATEMENT 

Our congregation will continue to be an active, inviting, and welcoming community making everyone         

feel included and nurtured in the Christian Faith. 

Through the Love of God in Jesus Christ, we are committed to creating a lasting difference in our lives,         

our community, and the world. 

As I reflect back on this past year, I am certain that God continues to watch over, guide, and bless “All Saints” and 

each one of us with His precious love!  

We as a congregation have continued to be committed in fulfilling Our Vision Statement: 

As members return and new visitors attend our worship service, we greet them with smiles and welcoming       

invitations encouraging them to attend our Fellowship Hour for coffee, treats, and friendly conversation.  

 We continue to support and many members weekly volunteer at Helping Hand’s Food Pantry in Spring Grove.   

Throughout the year, we have made several donations to McHenry Pads to provide much needed supplies for 

the many homeless clients living at the facility.  

At Christmas, through Adopt-A-Family, many donated winter hats, gloves, and scarfs along with a generous 

donation to enable Grant Township to provide gifts for many needy families in our community.   

We welcomed many neighbors to our Pancake Breakfast as a way to highlight our church facility.   

Throughout the year, our Care Team has sent cards and visited many of our homebound and ill members to 

provide fellowship and caring.  

Our members are participating in the Trex Challenge, have collected more than 740 pounds of recycled  

plastic to help our environment, and hopefully receive a plastic bench as a gift for our property.  (Keep the        

donations coming! We need approximately 260 pounds before the end of September to reach our goal!) 

Through generous donations, we were able to send funds to the East Coast hurricane victims and also            

collected $1,105 that was donated to Christ the Shepherd Lutheran Church in Altadena, California whose 

members suffered great devastation caused by these fires and will serve the community by helping  them to 

rebuild and heal. 

All Saints continues to be blessed by Pastor Joe Chu with his leadership, compassion, and dedication as our             

Interim Pastor. He continues to “open our eyes” to the Bible through his sermons and Bible studies.   

Pastor Sue Ellen Gram Grudt blesses this congregation with her amazing musical talent by enhancing each service 

with inspiring music and leads our choir to sing as “one voice”.  She diligently researches various worship               

resources to choose and format our bulletins for meaningful and thought-provoking worship and special services 

throughout the year.  Her willingness to help in so many facets of this church makes her an integral part of our 

church.  Your Church Council is committed and dedicated to ensure we provide diligent decisions with our              

leadership duties while being fiscally responsible to our congregation.    

In closing, I am reminded of a powerful reminder that God has a positive and hopeful plan for All Saints: 

   Jeremiah 29:11: 

"For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future."  

May God proudly say “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

In Christ, 

Nancy Romej 
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Worship & Music 
 

Minister of Music;                                          
Pr. Sue Ellen Grudt  

Worship and Music                  
Chairperson;                          

Becky Dubovik 

 

Altar Guild Representative: 

Lill Boutin 

Council Representative: 

Nancy Romej 

            

May Representatives 

Fellowship 
   All Saints Fellowship Breakfast 

Please join us as we get together each month 

for a delicious breakfast and great fellowship!   

 
This month we will meet up on 

Wednesday May 7,  at 9am at the  

Whistle Stop in downtown Fox Lake. 

Fellowship Breakfasts are held on the first 

Wednesday of each month.  

Next Worship & Music          

Meeting 

May 8th at 11:00 am 
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May Calendar 

 

5/1- NO CHOIR REHEARSAL 

5/5- Finance Meeting at 1pm 

5/6- Blanket Team at 9am 

5/7- Fellowship Breakfast at 9am 

5/8- Choir Rehearsal at 10am 

5/8- Worship & Music Meeting at 11am 

5/8- Council Meeting at 12 noon 

5/11- Mother’s Day 

5/14- WELCA Meeting at 11am 

5/22- Choir Rehearsal at 10am 

5/26- Memorial Day Holiday 

5/29- Choir Rehearsal at 10am 

5/30- OWLS Gather at 1pm 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  
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Women's Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

Our next meeting will be:  

Wednesday May 14th  at 11:00am. 

WELCA is open to all women of All Saints. 

Come Join us!  

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  

OWLS meet on the last Friday 

of the month at 1pm during 

the winter months. 

OWLs will Fly the coop in 

June, so join in for the last 

gathering of the season... 

Join us on  

Friday May 30th  at 1pm in 

Fellowship Hall. 

  We hope to see you then! 
 

Don’t miss out on the fun  

and games. 

Older Wiser Lutherans 
WELCA  

 

All Women of All Saints are welcome to   

join us! 

Ellie Wood - President/ Vice President 

Bernice Fagen - Treasurer 

Carol Meyer - Secretary 

 

WELCA continues to support Ponca House as an  
outreach to our community.  

We meet every second   

Wednesday of the month at 11:00am in  
Fellowship Hall.  
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  

Holy Week and  
Easter Sunday at  

Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of All Saints. 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  

 
 
 
 

UPDATE from our Annual Meeting 
We held our annual congregational meeting on Sunday April,27th  

along with a potluck lunch. 
 

Welcome our newest Council member Dianne Olson 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of All Saints 

New 2025/2026 Current  Council: 
Nancy Romej- President 

CinDee Schoeps- Secretary 
Karen Wilberg- Treasurer 

Becky Dubovik-Vice President 
Carol Meyer- Ken Grzeskowiak- Lill Boutin-Dianne Olson 

Sue Ellen Grudt- Minister of Music,   Pr. Joseph Chu- Interim Pastor 
 

 Remember;  
You don’t have to be on Council to help out.  

You can volunteer ANYTIME !!  
Please talk to a Council member to see how you can help! 

 
There is always so much to do to keep your church home a blessed 
place for you to worship! Volunteering is a way to contribute to your 
church's function, enhance the worshipping environment, and fulfill 

your spiritual calling.  
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OUR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  

COMMUNITY FEATURE 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  

COMMUNITY FEATURE 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  

Helping Hands Food Pantry 
For May Helping Hands  

Food Pantry is still in need of  
Cans of  Fruit or Veggies. 

 
Please place  your donations in the 

green bins located  
at each set  

of doors as you enter the church. 

Helping Hands Food Pantry  

NEW Check in Location! 

Helping Hands Food Pantry is located at 
2020 Route 12 Suite B on the corner of 

Blivin and Route 12. Hours of Operation 
are Tuesday and Thursday 4:00p.m.-

6:30p.m. Check-in is now located in the 
Jewel-Osco Parking lot facing the 

McDonald's Drive thru windows. Phone 
815-245-7345 or stop in and talk with 

staff during open hours.  

Please sign up to lend a Hand at  
Helping Hands Food Pantry  

in the Month of May... 
“Thank you” to ALL that have donated time 

and food to this worthy cause.                                                                 
You have helped so many in our community and your continued 

support is appreciated! 

HELPING HANDS  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pQtMwiQmydb17U2Vy8SwUhNtiS5Wdt74kuI5XSXPc6m05zEjerVxduwPU92veLmgDmiQb5r6k2IfPE_e0TYMXgdZOsjLe3JogyxXlYrMpdDXY1067rrPEj30dlZD2y1H_bKdJ1BommuuxbO3QVecPgyApwyqxWRjFT0T2dBOTK4=&c=B9jVI20EN2AeZ0uLJEa3Eyum6z2ZCMEm4AgNYF5mrYYRM0yfi_ar
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pQtMwiQmydb17U2Vy8SwUhNtiS5Wdt74kuI5XSXPc6m05zEjerVxduwPU92veLmgDmiQb5r6k2IfPE_e0TYMXgdZOsjLe3JogyxXlYrMpdDXY1067rrPEj30dlZD2y1H_bKdJ1BommuuxbO3QVecPgyApwyqxWRjFT0T2dBOTK4=&c=B9jVI20EN2AeZ0uLJEa3Eyum6z2ZCMEm4AgNYF5mrYYRM0yfi_ar
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pQtMwiQmydb17U2Vy8SwUhNtiS5Wdt74kuI5XSXPc6m05zEjerVxduwPU92veLmgdCV-qBXCGlIFrvMpAOedpIis5THgJVNxdDZ5IXFEs45ivC3EKzsj1ewz6oVfHNDy5qXQdhzxmNLhElfFPn9vFV64bCyAnETQvjpQorqZbzI=&c=B9jVI20EN2AeZ0uLJEa3Eyum6z2ZCMEm4AgNYF5mrYYRM0yfi_ar
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS  

FAMILY RECIPES 

Creamy Pasta and Peas 

Ingredients  

• 1 zucchini or summer squash, cut into 
thin rounds 
• 1 small onion, diced 
• 2 tablespoons olive oil, plus some for 
serving 
• ½ pound short pasta, like shells or 
penne 
• 1 pound bag frozen peas 
• ½ cup grated Parmesan cheese 
• Lemon juice to taste 
Fresh basil, if desired 

Instructions 

1. Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil on the stove. 
2. While the water heats up, sauté zucchini or squash, onion, and olive oil over             
medium heat in a separate pan. 
3. Cook pasta according to package directions, adding your frozen peas to the boiling 
water with 5 minutes remaining. 
4. Remove 1 cup of starchy pasta water from the pot and set aside. Drain pasta and 
peas and return to the pot, along with onion, olive oil, and veggies. 
5. While the mixture is hot, add Parmesan and stir. Slowly, begin to add the starchy 
water to the mixture. This is where the magic happens! The Parmesan and pasta water 
will emulsify to make a creamy, restaurant-style sauce — no heavy cream involved. 
6. Sprinkle with lemon juice, salt and pepper, and a light drizzle of olive oil to serve. 
Add basil, if desired. 
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May Birthdays  

Join us the first Sunday of each month in                 

Fellowship Hall   

after worship for birthday cake as  

we celebrate all   

Birthdays in the month ahead. 

Thank  you to this month’s  

birthday cake sponsor: 

Shelly Daun 

 

Happy Birthday  to: 

Nancy Byrne  05/03 

Allen Friske  05/07 

Ben Gardner  05/14 

Virginia Larsen  05/14 

Nancy Preston  05/19 

Bruce Gardner  05/21 

Shelly Morin  05/22 

Peter Barroso  05/23 
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Prayer Requests 
Prayer Concerns: 
Aileen Zimmerman 
Ari Mattson (Riley/Powell) 
Arden Schoeps 
Arlene Henricks 
Brett Moe 
Brian Gregorin (Moe) 
Brigette Richter  
Carol Piironen 
Carol Riley 
Carole Burkhart 
Carole White (Murphy) 
Carolyn Hodge & Family 
Chris Stephens (Ken G.) 
Cris Welninski (Burkhart) 
Deb Pett (Banchak) 
Debra Stuckwisch (Chu) 
Delores Moore (Chu) 
Diane Wysocki (Schramm) 
Donna Rateike (Schramm) 
Eric Franklin Family (Wagstrom) 
Harry & Nick Dukas (Gilbertson) 
Jan Barnoski (Wood) 
Jane Shea (Schramm) 
Jason & Ryan Bejlovec (Bejlovec) 
Jeff & Cindy Schoeps (Schoeps) 
Jerry Will (Dubovik) 
Jim Boelens 
John & Mary Lichtenberger (Gilbertson)  
Jon Schnell (Tysland) 
Jonathan K & Family (Schichner) 
Jonathan Mede (Mede) 
Larry & Shari Perry (Chu) 
Loren Piotrowski (Barroso/Morin) 
Luquitta Todd (Schramm) 
Magda Kovacs 
Maggie Fazekas (Grudt) 
MariEllen Cichanski (Tomal) 
Mark Siddons (Dubovik) 
Mike Fishback (Fishback) 
Monica (Dalson) 
 
 

Prayer Concerns (cont.): 
Mun Shee Lee (Chu) 
Nancy Byrne 
Peyton Sparkman (Daun) 
Precious, Niobe, Mateo, Noah (Tomal) 
Rita Duggan (Dubovik/Tomal) 
Rudy Puglo (Moe) 
Sam Timmis (Riley) 
Stephanie, Jeff & Zane Gracyalny (Gilbertson) 
Stephanie Schramm Derifield  
Tom, Jody, Alyssa &  
Briana Johnson (Mede) 
Treasure Tomal (Tomal) 
Victoria Boutin (Boutin) 
 
   Homebound 
   Ann Buchen (Fishback 
   Irm Webster 
   Jan Kennedy 
   Silvia Hampton 
 
Friends and Family in the Military 
    Ben Pedersen (Wagstrom) 
    Jessica & Brady (Tysland) 
 
Church Family Students 
   All Students of our Congregation 
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Evangelical Lutheran Church  

of  All Saints 

May 2025 

Check us out  on our  

website at: 

allsaintsfoxlake.org 
 

and on  

Facebook 

MISSION  “To share the good news of God’s love in Christ with all persons.” 


